
May 2022

Dear AP English III Student,

The following is your summer reading assignment.

➔ Choose one of the following books to read before the first day of school.
◆ The Zookeeper's Wife by Diane Ackerman
◆ Educated by Tara Westover
◆ The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
◆ Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell
◆ The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore

Note:  Please look over summaries (provided by Goodreads) found on the next few pages.  Choose a book that is a good fit for 
you; consult with your parents if you areunsure if the topics discussed are best for you.

➔ Be prepared for the following:
◆ summer assignment to be turned in the first Monday after school begins
◆ class discussions over the book during the first full week of school
◆ an essay over the book during the first full week of school
◆ a test over the book

➔ Recommendations:
◆ Annotate your book as your read.
◆ Pay close attention and make note of issues that are still relevant today.
◆ Pay close attention and make note of lessons learned.
◆ Pay close attention to personal philosophies, ways of thinking, ideas that could be argued.

Note for this assignment and the entire school year: As with most major works, study guides such as SparkNotes are 
probably available.  Study guides, however, are not always reliable sources for information about or interpretation of 
works.  They often contain significant mistakes, and they certainly remove any chance of original thought. The 
intelligent approach, obviously, is to read the primary source (the work itself) and to attempt analysis and interpretation 
yourself.  Study guides are appropriate only for review, or, occasionally, clarification.  Assignments, tests, and essays are 
based on primary texts.  Also, be careful to avoid plagiarizing these sources.  Know that teachers are very familiar with 
these sites.

I hope you enjoy reading your book, and I look forward to seeing you the first day back to school.
If you have any questions or concerns, contact me by email.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Shannon Meyer
 smeyer@mfisd.txed.net 

• Summer Assignment: Create a dialectical journal that chronicles your close reading. A dialectical
journal is a tool that allows readers to engage with the ideas in the text. While reading, you will select
thoughtful passages from the text, then respond to those passages. Your entries should move beyond
personal comments and more into analysis of how the piece is crafted. The purpose is to help you
engage in the reading in a way to prepare you for rhetorical analysis, argument, and synthesis and to
show evidence of that engagement on the page. Your submission should include 10 entries. These
entries should span the entire book; they should not only be from the first 100 pages



The Zookeeper's Wife by Diane Ackerman

When Germany invaded Poland, Stuka bombers devastated Warsaw—and the city's zoo along with it. 
With most of their animals dead, zookeepers Jan and Antonina Zabinski began smuggling Jews into 
empty cages. Another dozen "guests" hid inside the Zabinskis' villa, emerging after dark for dinner, 
socializing, and, during rare moments of calm, piano concerts. 

Jan, active in the Polish resistance, kept ammunition buried in the elephant enclosure and stashed 
explosives in the animal hospital. Meanwhile, Antonina kept her unusual household afloat, caring for 
both its human and its animal inhabitants—otters, a badger, hyena pups, lynxes. 

With her exuberant prose and exquisite sensitivity to the natural world, Diane Ackerman engages us 
viscerally in the lives of the zoo animals, their keepers, and their hidden visitors. She shows us how 
Antonina refused to give in to the penetrating fear of discovery, keeping alive an atmosphere of play 
and innocence even as Europe crumbled around her.

Diane Ackerman has been the finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for Nonfiction in addition to many other 
awards and recognitions for her work, which include the bestsellers The Zookeeper’s Wife and A Natural 
History of the Senses.



Educated by Tara Westover

Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the mountains
of  Idaho, she prepared for the end of  the world bystockpiling home-canned peaches and sleeping
with her "head-for-the-hills bag". In the summer she stewed herbs for her mother, a midwife and
healer, and in the winter she salvaged in her father's junkyard.

Her father forbade hospitals, so Tara never saw a doctor or nurse. Gashes and concussions, even
burns from explosions, were all treated at home with herbalism. The family was so isolated from
mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education and no one to
intervene when one of  Tara's older brothers becameviolent.

Then, lacking any formal education, Tara began to educate herself. She taught herself  enough
mathematics and grammar to be admitted to Brigham Young University, where she studied history,
learning for the first time about important world events like the Holocaust and the civil rights
movement. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents,
to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only then would she wonder if  she'd traveled too far, if  there was still
a way home.

Educated is an account of  the struggle for self-invention. It is a tale of  fierce family loyalty and of  the
grief  that comes with severing the closest of  ties.With the acute insight that distinguishes all great
writers, Westover has crafted a universal coming-of-age story that gets to the heart of  what an
education is and what it offers: the perspective to see one's life through new eyes and the will to
change it.



The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls

A tender, moving tale of  unconditional love in a family that, despite its profound flaws, gave the
author the fiery determination to carve out a successful life on her own terms.

Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both their
curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the beginning, they lived
like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a
charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them
physics, geology, and above all, how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary, who painted and wrote
and couldn't stand the responsibility of  providing for her family, called herself  an "excitement
addict." Cooking a meal that would be consumed in fifteen minutes had no appeal when she could
make a painting that might last forever.

Later, when the money ran out, or the romance of  thewandering life faded, the Walls retreated to
the dismal West Virginia mining town -- and the family -- Rex Walls had done everything he could to
escape. He drank. He stole the grocery money and disappeared for days. As the dysfunction of  the
family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters had to fend for themselves, supporting one
another as they weathered their parents' betrayals and, finally, found the resources and will to leave
home.

What is so astonishing about Jeannette Walls is not just that she had the guts and tenacity and
intelligence to get out, but that she describes her parents with such deep affection and generosity.
Hers is a story of  triumph against all odds, but alsoa tender, moving tale of  unconditional love in a
family that despite its profound flaws gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life
on her own terms.

For two decades, Jeannette Walls hid her roots. Now she tells her own story.



Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell

In this stunning book, Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an intellectual journey through the world of 
"outliers"--the best and the brightest, the most famous and the most successful. He asks the 
question: what makes high-achievers different?

His answer is that we pay too much attention to what successful people are like, and too little 
attention to where they are from: that is, their culture, their family, their generation, and the 
idiosyncratic experiences of their upbringing. Along the way he explains the secrets of software 
billionaires, what it takes to be a great soccer player, why Asians are good at math, and what made 
the Beatles the greatest rock band.

Brilliant and entertaining,  is a landmark work that will simultaneously delight and illuminate. 

Malcolm Gladwell is the author of five New York Times bestsellers—The Tipping Point, Blink, 
Outliers, What the Dog Saw, and David and Goliath. He is also the co-founder of Pushkin Industries, 
an audio content company that produces the podcasts Revisionist History, which reconsiders things 
both overlooked and misunderstood, and Broken Record, where he, Rick Rubin, and Bruce 
Headlam interview musicians across a wide range of genres. Gladwell has been included in the 
TIME 100 Most Influential People list and touted as one of Foreign Policy's Top Global Thinkers.



The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore

Two kids with the same name lived in the same decaying city. One went on to be a Rhodes Scholar,
decorated combat veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader. The other is serving a life sentence
in prison. Here is the story of  two boys and the journeyof  a generation.

In December 2000, the Baltimore Sun ran a small piece about Wes Moore, a local student who had just received a
Rhodes Scholarship. The same paper also ran a series of  articles about four young men who had allegedlykilled a
police officer in a spectacularly botched armed robbery. The police were still hunting for two of  the suspectswho
had gone on the lam, a pair of  brothers. One was namedWes Moore.

Wes just couldn’t shake off  the unsettling coincidence,or the inkling that the two shared much more than space in
the same newspaper. After following the story of  the robbery, the manhunt, and the trial to its conclusion, he
wrote a letter to the other Wes, now a convicted murderer serving a life sentence without the possibility of parole.
His letter tentatively asked the questions that had been haunting him: Who are you? How did this happen?

That letter led to a correspondence and relationship that have lasted for several years. Over dozens of letters and
prison visits, Wes discovered that the other Wes had had a life not unlike his own: Both had grown up in similar
neighborhoods and had had difficult childhoods, both were fatherless; they’d hung out on similar corners with
similar crews, and both had run into trouble with the police. At each stage of  their young lives theyhad come
across similar moments of  decision, yet their choiceswould lead them to astonishingly different destinies.

Told in alternating dramatic narratives that take readers from heart-wrenching losses to moments of surprising
redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the story of a generation of  boys trying to find their way ina hostile world.
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